 
THE PATENTS
 
WARNINGS - to be read before hiking.
 
T = TOURIST: itinerary on narrow streets, mule tracks or wide paths with clearly evident and signposted paths, generally not long. However, it requires knowledge of the ’ mountain environment and physical preparation for walking.
 
It is = EXCURSION: itinerary that takes place on paths of all kinds or on evident traces of passage, usually with signs. It requires a sense of orientation, knowledge of the alpine environment, walking training, adequate footwear and equipment.
 
EE = FOR EXPERT EXCURSIONS: this is a marked itinerary, but which implies the ability to move on any terrain, paths or tracks in treacherous and impervious areas and in a severe environment. Mountain experience, safe pace and absence of dizziness are needed, as well as adequate equipment, equipment and physical preparation.
 
ROUTE TIMES _ They are intended with good weather and soil conditions (without snow or ice) net of stops, for trained hikers and with normal equipment.
 
 
 
PATH n ° 71 GENICO-MEZZEDO-ALPE DI LIERNA
B. CALIVATION
 
Altitude 1420 m. difference in altitude 1200 m. difficulty = And distance: 3 hours
 
Long but varied itinerary, panoramic and characteristic, not too tiring and of considerable satisfaction.
 
From the Tourist Office (FS Station) you go down, and go up to the left passing under the railway bridge. Follow the asphalt road, at a crossroads (Postal Office), take left. (direction Genico) and after a great curve, left. Indicator signs. Follow a path, and after a wide staircase and an asphalted stretch you reach a crossroads, with a fountain and signs. (left variant n ° 71a – more direct and steep), and go up through the woods to the suggestive ravine of Fosso Brentalone, and a little further on you reach the Croce di Brentalone (panoramic point and picnic table-653 m).
Continuing on the coast, you reach the sunny meadows of Alpe Mezzedo (868 m).
It meets shortly after the crossroads for the delightful Romanesque church of San Pietro and orfanella, and continues on the right along the mountain coast, to reach the Forcella dell’Alpe (1132 m).
The path continues in the woods, shortly after meeting the dirt road of service that climbs to the alp (1249 m-hours 2, 30). Continue slightly uphill along tracks through the meadows and then go more steeply to the right into a larch forest.
At a little marked crossroads (little man), leave the path on the right that climbs steeply to Bocca Palagia (where the path n ° 73 arrives) and climbs with a less pronounced slope to the Bocca di Calivazzo.
Here great panorama of the Northern Grigna. Signposts. From here numerous paths depart, both upwards (Monte Pilastro, Bocca di Prada), and downwards (Alpe di Calivazzo, Bocca di Verdascia).
 
 
 
PATH n ° 72 – SOMACA-CALANCA-B.PALAGIA-ALPE DI LIERNA
 
Altitude 1378 m difference in altitude 1153 m difficulty = EE distance: 2.30 hours
 
This panoramic and interesting path at the top is subject to falling stones. While not presenting particular difficulties, given the severity of the place and the objective dangers, it is to be considered reserved for expert hikers.
Maximum caution is recommended (avoid on days of strong wind, during the thaw hours, during or immediately after rainfall and in the presence of animals.)
 
From the Uff. Tourist as for the ’ it.n ° 71 up to the crossroads with the fountain. Here at ds. Climb up to a curve. On the right. for a steep cobbled path that passes by the old press (the paddle wheel is visible), you pass under the highway and reach a crossroads (fountain with water from the Fonte di Val Onedo). Here signs, bulletin board with map and start of reports with flags. On straight for a beautiful mule track, taking care of the signs that deviate twice to the left. Continue through beautiful woods to a cableway near a shack. Here the wood is thinning out, and after a steep stretch it comes out on the high meadows, with a suggestive view of the walls above. The path continues on a weak slope until a crossroads, where it starts to rise again towards the right. (1.00 am).(Continuing straight on a slight slope, you are on the sent. N ° 72b which with a pleasant path in a wild environment passing Val Camosci and Val Pì descends for panoramic ledges, woods and canals at the Croce di Brentalone, on the path n ° 71 (v.).
The path of the “calanca ” continues along the side of the mountain, between a succession of canals and ledges in a breathtaking panorama, with immense Dolomite walls above it and under very steep meadows, cliffs of rocks, and green woods that go down to the blue lake. Continuing the climb, continuous but never steep, you will find, in the shelter of a spur of rock, the “Bais ”: a tiny shelter, memory of not too distant times in which these very steep meadows were cut to obtain hay. (1.50 am). Privately owned, it was recently recovered from the hard work of numerous volunteers (everything was carried on the spot on the shoulder!). It is ’ open and accessible in case of need (maximum care and cleaning is recommended, and not to leave waste of any kind!).Continue the climb along a grassy ridge and shortly after connect to sent. n ° 73 which comes from ds. and for it (v.) Along the steep final meadows it reaches Bocca Palagia (2.30 hours).
 
 
 
PATH n ° 73 – SURNICO-PREDANE ’ - GARZE ’ - MOUTH PALAGE
 
Altitude 1378 m difference in altitude 1153 m difficulty = E hours: 2, 15
 
Direct, steep and tiring ascent, ideal for reaching the itineraries towards Northern Grigna and excellent training for doing legs and breath.
 
From the Uff. Tourist go down to the left and go up, passing under the railway bridge and continue straight to the church. Behind it take a road that climbs steeply, passing alongside the sports field, and continue to the characteristic nucleus of Olcianico. Keeping to the left you pass under an arch and along a cobbled road cross the core of Sornico up to a chapel. Indicator signs. (little further on is the church of San Michele visible).
The ’ itinerary begins with a beautiful paved mule track, which soon becomes a deeply embedded path that reaches the houses of Predanè. Here the path continues through dense woods up to a ridge that leads to take a large gully with the view on the right on an impressive wall of reddish rocks. With an ever increasing slope, the path climbs the gully, long and laboriously, up to a delightful belvedere overlooking Lierna, in front of the steep cliffs of the summit and a rocky ridge that the path surrounds on the right. (shortly after from left the path that rises from “Calanca ” n <TAG.1 Continue on steep meadows (maximum attention with snow and ice), with some birch and bushes,and for traces and always steep path you climb zigzagging until you reach the wide and grassy Bocca Palagia. (signs with signs see sent. N ° 71).
From here it is possible to climb to the left. to Monte Cucco, and to ds. slightly uphill a path leads to the Bocca di Calivazzo (see sent. 71)
 
 
PATH n ° 74 JUSSANA-NERO-CORIA-ORTANELLA
 
Altitude 958 m difference in altitude 733 m difficulty = E hours: 1, 45
 
Path partly in the woods and partly panoramic, which well rewards the effort it requires. It is part of the Wayfarer's Path. (signage)
 
From the Uff. Tourist go down and take the road on the right (via Ducale) to a crossroads with a chapel. Turn right up the asphalted road, until you cross a wide road (belvedere with signs). Cross it uphill and at the crossroads immediately following go up the path on the left (beginning of signs), skirt a concrete wall slightly downhill, and ruins of the highway construction sites, and at a wooden railing we find the beginning of the path, which continues almost slowly. (From the crossroads with a chapel you can continue straight to the provincial road - Castello di Lierna, which having time is recommended to visit- and skirting a villa with a source of ferruginous water reach the chapel of S. Anna.
From here go up to the right for a long and characteristic stone staircase to the previous itinerary.).
Continue to a boulder that marks the border between the municipality of Lierna and that of Varenna. Here the path rears up, and you will soon reach a suggestive viewpoint on the Castle. We continue meeting the Alpe di “Nero ” and its beautiful meadows, and after an almost flat stretch, the path starts to climb steep and panoramic. After a few coils you pass a valley and enter a wood that quickly leads to Alpe Coria. We leave on the left the path that descends to Fiumelatte (path of the low Wayfarer) and continue on the right always uphill to the sunny meadows of Ortanella. It is ’ advisable to reach the delightful Romanesque church of S. Pietro on the edge of a vast lawn with a wide panorama of the center of the lake.
(from here it is possible to reach path 71 to ’ Alpe Mezzedo, or go up the Val Ontragno and reach the Alpe di Lierna. Obvious but not signposted paths.)
 
At the Uff. A detailed report of this itinerary is available both in the low variant (Nero-Coria-Fiumelatte-Varenna) and in the high variant (Nero-Coria-Ortanella-Vezio-Varenna)
 
 
PATH n ° 75 – SORNICO - SAIOLI
 
Altitude: difference in height: difficulty = T distance: 0, 30 hours
 
Pleasant walk at high altitude, never tiring, part of the Path of the Wayfarer, which after Saioli continues to Somana and Mandello.
 
From the Uff. Turistico (FS station) go down to the left, go up passing under the railway bridge and continue along a tree-lined avenue to the church. Behind it take a road that climbs steeply, passing alongside the sports field, and continue to the core of Olcianico. Keeping the left. you pass under an arch and along a cobbled road you cross the characteristic nucleus of Sornico up to a chapel (from here you start to the left. 73). Continue passing at the church of San Michele, cross a bridge and then uphill along the narrow carriage road, first of cobblestones, then dirt or concrete, which occasionally overlooks the highway, until you reach a crossroads in Saioli where there is a chapel and the characteristic “tree of the poet ”,a tree where the poet Elio Cantoni hangs his now poetic, now satirical, verses to the attention of the traveler, who with their reading and sitting at a bench under the chapel will be able to restore the body, mind and spirit. From here (signs) the ’ itinerary becomes a path and continues a little panoramic ’ and a little ’ through woods until it comes out on an asphalted road that descends to Somana. (Mandel)

